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6th Sunday- B 2015 
Deacon Pat Hall 
 
LEVITICUS 13:1-2,  44-46; 1 CORINTHIANS 10:31—11:1 ; MARK 1:40-45  

 
Homilies are vehicles for breaking open the Word of God.  First read the Sunday 
readings at http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/021515.cfm 
 
[Jesus] said to him, “See that you tell no one anything… 
 

The man went away and began to publicize the whole matter. 
 
Really?  Jesus, himself, tells you not to do something, from the guy who 
had just now been the instrument of your life-saving healing and you go 
and do it anyways? And what’s more confusing, it seems that our Gospel 
narrative doesn’t even reprimand him for the disobedience. 
 
This is tough stuff for a guy like me.  Being raised by a World War II vet in 
a Christian home has instilled a sense of obedience to authority.  If a 
superior’s command isn’t immoral or illegal, it is to be obeyed, even if it 
wasn’t one’s own idea.   
 
On a SWAT barricaded-gunman dynamic entry: “Hall, take the point.” 
And on a fire alarm at the James River paper mill: “Hall, take a company 
up on the roof and check that overheating exhaust fan.” 
 
Now, none of that was my idea.  You just do it.   
 
So how about not obeying Jesus’ command to “tell no one anything”?  I 
understand the former leper’s excitement, but really? 
 
This isn’t the only time Jesus told someone whom he’s healed not to tell 
anyone about it.  There were those who witnessed the restoration of Jairus’ 
daughter to life (5:43), and the man whose hearing and speech was 
restored (7:36). 
 
There are other places recorded in Mark where Jesus seems to encourage 
secrecy.  He gives his disciples private instruction about parables (4:10, 
34), ritual purity (7:17), exorcism (9:28), his Passion (9:31-50), and the last 
things (13:3).  He tells Peter, James, and John not to mention what they 
observed at his transfiguration “until the Son of Man had risen from the 
dead” (9:9).   
 
And yet, people’s enthusiasm about their encounters with the Messiah is 
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uncontained.i 
 
Biblical scholars have noted this in Mark and have called this phenomenon 
the “messianic secret”. 
 
There is disagreement among scholars’ explanations. 
 
A traditional approach to the issue is to say that Jesus feared that if he 
revealed himself as the Messiah that some would use that to justify a revolt 
in Roman-occupied Palestine. 
 
Another more widely accepted explanation is that Mark reflects that Jesus’ 
messiah-ship is different than what the populace expected.  Jesus was not 
the Davidic hero to rescue them from foreign oppression.  Jesus’ true 
identity was not to be revealed on a battlefield of victory, but in death on a 
cross (15:39) and in his resurrection (9:9).ii 
 
And yet “secret” might not be as accurate as the word “mystery”.  The full 
disclosure of who Jesus is develops over time and comes to a climax in 
Mark when at Jesus’ last breath, as darkness overcomes the mid-afternoon 
sun, the centurion at the foot of the cross cries out, “This was truly the Son 
of God (15:39).iii 
 
In our hearts, this is what we proclaim at this Sacrifice of the Mass.  We 
proclaim Jesus as the Son of God.  It is through the lens of the cross that 
we are to understand Jesus’ healing of the leper and others.  Jesus’ healing 
comes through his sacrifice. 
 
This is the mystery we disciples are called to share.  And yet may we also 
exercise some caution and reservation in our sharing as this mystery runs 
deeper than any of us can fathom by ourselves.  That is why I rely on the 
authoritative teaching of the Church, our popes, and of apostolic 
succession (our bishops) to guide me in what I am called to share. 
 
I need to be careful not to define Jesus so as to fulfill my own personal 
wants, needs and prejudices and then to try to impose that on others as 
divine truth.   
 
Our Christian history is replete with examples, as otherwise good Christian 
leaders, went on to define Christ as they felt personally inspired, much to 
the division of the Church, the Body of Christ. 
 
We can see that in our own faithful community today when Catholics self-
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identify as progressives or traditionalists, as right or left.  They embolden 
themselves by finding others of like mind on the internet to bolster their 
own predilection of who Jesus is, and of how he is to be served and 
worshipped. 
 
Mark calls us to accept the Messiah on the cross, to follow him to the 
crossiv and to touch lepers along the way. 
 
 

 
i John R. Donahue, SJ and Daniel J. Harrington, SJ, The Gospel of Mark, Sacra Pagina 
Series, p. 28 
ii ibid, p. 28 
iii ibid, p. 29 
iv idid, p. 29 


